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Dear Ms Williams,  

As Chair of the Children, Young People and Education Committee, the Office for 

National Statistics (ONS) and Government Statistical Service (GSS) would welcome 

your contribution to two consultations launched today.  

The ONS has launched the Census 2031 topic consultation, asking for your views 

about the topics you think should be included in the next census. For more than two 

centuries, a decennial census has provided information about the population and 

housing, helping to inform decisions about public services and to better understand 

the economy, public health and inequality. While the core topics of age, education 

and jobs have remained the same over time, other topics such as armed forces 

veterans have been added based on the needs of users. This 14-week consultation 

will provide evidence to inform what topics will be included in the next census of 

England and Wales in 2031.  

The GSS has also launched a consultation asking for your views on additional 

response options for ethnicity data. The GSS would like to understand your needs 

for data on additional ethnic groups, with the goal of making the harmonised ethnicity 

standard more inclusive.  

Responses submitted over the 14-week period will feed into a new standard for 

ethnicity data collection, which will be recommended for use by collectors of ethnicity 

data across the GSS, including teams working on future censuses.  

We would welcome your contributions to these consultations before they close on 4 

February 2026. You can respond to the consultation in Welsh or English.  

Both consultations are live on the ONS consultations web page. 

Yours sincerely,  

                                         

Emma Rourke, Acting National Statistician & Darren Tierney, Permanent 

Secretary, Office for National Statistics 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fconsultations.ons.gov.uk%252F%2F1%2F0101019a064873fb-8e60999b-9688-4508-85fb-7835285c5261-000000%2FG8D_1WntaFN0D4CTlE9gCJam-D-K9cxGbnjZRm41mbA%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cromy.overton-edwards%40statistics.gov.uk%7C954b0f6f7d8a481f132108de108b6735%7C078807bfce824688bce00d811684dc46%7C0%7C0%7C638966388393029625%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pj0CqqkvbujC3EsUVXGGOZMkbKzWvOxoCtrr%2FvuYgro%3D&reserved=0

